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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 15, 1981

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Pursuant to the grant of authority in Artic;e II, Section 2
of the Constitution of the United States, I have granted
full and unconditional pardons to W. Mark Felt and Edward S.
Miller. :

During their long careers, Mark Felt and Edward Miller
served the Federal Bureau of Investigation and our Nation
with great distinction. To punish them further -- after
three years of criminal prosecution proceedings -- would not
serve the ends of justice.

Their convictions in the U.S. District Court, on appeal at
the time I signed the pardons, grew out of their good faith
belief that their actions were necessary to preserve the
security interests of our country. The record demonstrates
that they acted not with criminal intent, but in the belief
that they had grants of authority reaching to the highest
levels of government.

America was at war in 1972, and Messrs. Felt and Miller
followed procedures they belleved essential to keep the
Director of the FBI, the Attorney General, and the President
of the United States advised of the act1v1ties of hostile
foreign powers and their collaborators in this country.

They have never denied their actions, but, in fact, came
forward to acknowledge them publicly in order to relieve
their subordinate agents from criminal actions.’

Four years ago thousands of draft evaders and others who
violated the Selective Service laws were unconditionally
pardoned by my predecessor. America was generous to those

who refused to serve their country in the Vietnam War. We

can be no less generous to two men who acted on high principle
to bring an end to the terrorism that was threatening our
Nation.
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